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September 2025
Dear Year 10 and 11 Parent/Carer,

I hope your child has settled back into school. It is good to have them back to what are the most
critically important years of their lives so far.

As a school, we have celebrated this summer’s outstanding successes of last year’s Year 11. There were
some outstanding individual and collective achievements. We can be proud of each and every one of
our pupils as they embark on the next stage of their lives. Every pupil achieved 5 or more GCSEs at
grades A*-G. We saw a pleasing number of pupils achieving 5 or more A* and A grades. Your child can
be part of this!

Our new Year 11 evaluated their progress in Year 10 and, guided by their Form Tutors, set targets from
their reports to take them into the new term. Our new Year 10 set their targets when they were in Year
9. We hope that, through this process, we are involving them at the heart of their learning and this will
motivate them through this long first term in which so much work is covered towards GCSE success in
the summer. This could be sitting a small number of GCSEs early in Year 10 or preparing for the big
push in Year 11.

Based on their progress, a number of Year 10 and 11 pupils will be allocated a mentor to help them
meet or even exceed their potential. Also, a programme of after school revision sessions is already in
full swing on a daily basis for Year 11. Large numbers of pupils are attending, which is so encouraging.
Year 10 revision sessions will start shortly- you will be informed of this prior to the dates. If your child
travels by bus, we will provide a free bus pass to get them home after revision classes. I am deeply
grateful to our staff for giving so willingly of their own time to support our pupils.

Year 11 After School Classes 3.00pm-4.00pm

Tuesdays English

Wednesdays Science

Thursday Mathematics

Fridays Option Subjects (will start shortly)

Lunchtime classes are available throughout the week in subjects such as Art, Product Design, Food
Technology and Engineering
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I would like to invite you to our GCSE Information Evening at Cefn Hengoed on Thursday 18t"
September at 6.00pm, where you will receive essential information regarding your child’s forthcoming
examinations and gain a valuable insight into the process involved in applying for further education
courses and other opportunities for when they leave us next summer. We will also outline to Year 10
parents/carers the careers and college course advice available to Year 10.

During the evening, key members of staff will be available to explain how you and your child can both
be supported at this critical time.

Guidance and information on the following will be available:
e External Examination data
Controlled Assessment
Revision Sessions
UCAS Applications (applications to colleges/6™ Form centres)
The smooth route through Key Stage 4
Wellbeing support that we provide to support your child during this time

At Cefn Hengoed we strive to give the best possible support to our pupils and look forward to chatting
informally on the night.

During the coming weeks, critically important Controlled Assessments which count towards GCSE grades
are being undertaken at school. We need your child here every day to ensure they gain all the
marks they possibly can. 1 mark can be the difference between grades. Over October half term, pupils
will need to devote time to school work and revision. Every minute invested will reap benefits.

It is timely to remind parents/carers that we expect the full co-operation of all our pupils as we go on
this journey together. Pupils already know that as in previous years, ANY exclusion in Year 11 means
they cannot attend the Prom. In addition to this, Year 11 pupils will be required to attain 120 Prom
points if they wish to attend. Further details will be provided by Miss Brown in future correspondence.

I would like to assure you that we care about your child and we will support and guide their progress
through Years 10 and 11. Any support you can give from home will be so deeply appreciated.

Yours faithfully
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C D Bale (Mr)
Headteacher



